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USC School of Philosophy
3709 Trousdale Parkway
Los Angeles, CA 90089-0004
Phone: (310) 622-2277
Email: folescu@usc.edu
Homepage: www-scf.usc.edu/folescu
Courses I Am Prepared to Teach
(Syllabuses included for courses marked ‘*’)
Introductory Undergraduate Courses
 *Introduction to Logic
 Introduction to Philosophy of Mind
 Historical Introduction to Philosophy
 *Mind and Self: Modern Conceptions
 Love and Its Representations in Western Literature, Philosophy and Film
Advanced Undergraduate Courses
 *History of Western Philosophy: Descartes to Kant
 *British Empiricism
 Continental Rationalism
 Early Modern Theories of Perception (Locke, Berkeley, and Reid)
 Metaphysics and Epistemology
 Philosophy of Mind
 Philosophy of Psychology
 Philosophy of Language & Mind
 Philosophy of Art
 Aesthetics and Film
Graduate Seminars
 History of Modern Philosophy: Thomas Reid
 Hume vs. Reid on Causation and Perception of Substances
 Locke vs. Leibniz: The Essay and the New Essay
 Topics in Philosophy of Language and Mind: Singular ThoughtMarina Folescu / Teaching Resume page 2 of 3
Teaching Experience
As Instructor:
PHIL 250b: Introduction to Logic II; Fall 2010
Enrollment: 4; Evaluation: 5/5.
PHIL 250a: Introduction to Logic I; Fall 2010
Enrollment: 17; Evaluation: 2.9/5.
Course Description
Each of these two courses is a half-semester course, where 250a is a prerequisite for 250b. To-
gether, the segments form a complete introductory logic course, starting from informal elements,
that deﬁne arguments and argument structure, and ending with basic elements of sentential logic,
including symbolization, natural calculus and truth tables.
Duties
My responsibilities included complete course design, textbook selection, lessons and assignment
planning. I also held ofﬁce hours, did software training and graded the exams.
Accomplishments
The greatest challenge associated with these courses is their unique structure: 250a ends after the
ﬁrst half of the semester and very few students continue on to 250b. Since 250a class spans only
eight weeks, there is no time to teach both critical thinking and the whole of propositional logic.
My approach was to ﬁrst present elements of critical thinking informally: we analyzed real-life
argumentsfortheirvalidityandsoundness. Then, Itaughtthemtherulesofsymbolizationandthe
rules of inference for natural calculus deductions with two connectives: ‘if’ and ‘not’. Everyone
in 250a was exposed to both an informal and a formal approach to analyzing arguments. The
students continuing in 250b added to that knowledge: the degree of difﬁculty increased when
‘and’, ‘or’, and ‘if-and-only-if’ were added, and they felt that they were still being challenged,
and, having more time to practice, enjoyed the class more.
As Assistant:
Core 104: Change and the Future; Fall 2012
Instructor: Edwin McCann.
Evaluation: N/A
*Phil 262: Mind and Self – Modern Conceptions; Spring 2010
Instructor: Edwin McCann.
Evaluation: 2.45/5
*During this semester, I was bedridden sick and missed classes and discussion sections
for a whole month.
Phil 255: Love and Its Representations in Western Literature, Philosophy and Film; Fall 2009
Instructor: Edwin McCann.
Evaluation: 4.46/5Marina Folescu / Teaching Resume page 3 of 3
Phil 140: Contemporary Moral and Social Issues; Spring 2009
Instructor: Mark Schroeder.
Evaluation: 4.27/5
Phil 101: Philosophical Foundations of Modern Western Culture; Fall 2008
Instructor: James Van Cleve.
Evaluation: 3.8/5
Course Description
All of these courses were lower division classes, Phil 255 and Phil 262 being more focused on
a speciﬁc theme, and thus more advanced. Each met for one semester (i. e. 15 weeks).
Duties
My responsibilities included leading weekly one-hour discussion sections. I focused on foster-
ing student participation, thus helping them directly engage with the material covered in class
and the assigned readings. I was also responsible for grading all assignments, holding ofﬁce
hours, and sometimes helping the instructor design the writing assignments.
Accomplishments
These classes are intended for a general education audience, and mostly attended by majors in
disciplines other than Philosophy. Given the size of the classes, during the lectures there was
little time for discussion, and asking even clariﬁcatory questions was not easy. This made it
clear to me how important it is to have discussion sections, where students have time to ask
their questions and to acquire the necessary skills for interpreting a philosophy text. To help
them with this task, I always brought to class very succinct outlines of the text we were read-
ing, and then asked them guided questions, listened to their answers and follow-up questions,
and explained why only some of their answers were appropriate. Students took notes on the
worksheets I provided and at the end of each section, everyone had an outline, which was
the result of a collaborative effort. This proved to be a successful method: the students learned
that philosophy is an activity, albeit a special one, and they became less fearful of its challenges.
Teaching Development
Teacher Development Workshop, USC Philosophy Department, Spring 2011
USC Teaching Assistant Training, Fall 2008
Teaching Reference
Edwin McCann – School of Philosophy, USC
Email: mccann@college.usc.edu
Ofﬁce Phone: (213) 740-5169.